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Welcome to Brighton Lutheran Miss ion!

May God bless you richly as we 
gather together to receive His gifts .

Please stay behind for a cup of tea or 
coffee afterwards.

Holy Communion  A note to vis itors—
It is our desire that  all  people receive the body and 
blood of our Lord at this altar  However, our Lord!  
has told us in His Word that His body and blood, giv-
en into our mouths, are powerful and not to be giv-
en or received lightly or in a careless way. Therefore, 
in respecting the Word of the Lord that anyone who 
eats and drinks in an unworthy manner is doing harm 
to themselves, and that He desires that all who com-
mune together be truly united in the confession of 
the truth, we ask that only those who have been in-
structed in the Lutheran Confessions and are under 
our  pastor s  care  come  forward  to  receive  the’  
Lord s Supper’ .

All who are visiting us and who desire to com-
mune with us are asked to first speak with our pas-
tor  before  the service, so that all can make an in-
formed decision about participating with us in  our 
fellowship in this place. We are not condemning any-
one with this practice  we seek only to follow the;  
Word of the Lord and carry out responsible pastoral 
care.

If you are not communing with us today, please 
do come forward for a blessing.

Thank you for honouring our bel iefs .



Explanation of Symbols:

C Congregation
P Pastor (ordained)
A Assistant minister (ordained or lay)
L Liturgist (ordained or lay)
T You may make the sign of the cross in remem-

brance of your baptism.
❖ You may bow at this point as a sign of rever-

ence.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Hymn: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

2. The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand
Alleluia, Alleluia.
And with His followers they see
Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

3. To them the angels drawing cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?”
Alleluia, Alleluia.
“This is the Saviour,” thus they say.
“This is His noble triumph day.”
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

4. “Again ye shall behold Him so,
As ye have today seen Him go.”
Alleluia, Alleluia.
“In glorious pomp ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

5. O grant us thitherward to tend
And with unwearied hearts ascend,
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Unto Thy kingdom’s throne, where Thou
As is our faith, art seated now,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.



6. Be Thou our Joy and strong Defence,
Who art our future Recompense,
Alleluia, Alleluia.
So shall the light that springs from Thee
Be ours through all eternity,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

7. O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to Thee let earth accord,
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Who art, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit One,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Text: Bede (673–735); tr. Benjamin Webb (1819–85), alt. 
Music: German, 1623

Confession and Absolution
Catechism
P The Lord's Prayer, the Conclusion
C Amen.
P What does this mean?  
C This means that I should be certain that these 

petitions are pleasing to our Father in heav-
en, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has 
commanded us to pray in this way and has 
promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, 
yes, it shall be so”.

Introit (Ps. 47:1–2, 5, 8; antiphon: Acts 1:11)
L Men of Galilee,*

     why do you stand looking into heaven?      Al-
leluia.
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heav-
en,*
     will come in the same way as you saw him 
     go into heaven. Alleluia.

C Clap your hands, all peoples!*
     Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

L For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,*
     a great king over all the earth.

C God has gone up with a shout,*
     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

L God reigns over the nations;*
     God sits on his holy throne.

C❖Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
     and to the Holy  Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,* 
     is now, and will be forever. Amen.

L Men of Galilee,*
     why do you stand looking into heaven?      Al-
leluia.

C This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven,*
     will come in the same way as you saw 
     him go into heaven. Alleluia.

Kyrie
Gloria in Excelsis
Salutation and Collect of the Day
Almighty God, as Your only-begoten Son, our Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  ascended  into  the  heavens,  so  grant 
that we also ascend in heart and mind and continu-
ally dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



The Readings
Jesus Is Ascended, but Not Absent
On the fortieth day afer His resurrection, our Lord ascen-
ded to the right hand of the Father. But although Jesus is 
hidden from your eyes, He is not absent from you. For He 
now flls all things in heaven and on earth. He continues 
“to do and to teach” (Acts 1:1), preaching repentance and 
forgiveness of sins through those sent in His name (Mark 
16:14–20;  Luke 24:44–53),  giving you His true body and 
blood in the Supper. Jesus is your great Elijah who pours 
out on you a double portion of His Spirit in the Word and 
the Sacraments (2 Kings 2:5–15). He is Lord over all things 
for the sake of the Church. He whom heaven cannot con-
tain has raised your human nature to share fully in the 
glory  of  God.  You  who  believe  and  are  baptised  into 
Christ’s body are already siting in the heavenly places; for 
you are in Him who is at the Father’s right hand. When 
He comes again in the clouds on the Last Day, you also 
will appear with Him in glory.

Old Testament Reading—2 Kings 2:5–15
5 The  sons  of  the  prophets  who  were  at  Jericho 

drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the LORD will take away your master from 
over  you?” And he answered,  “Yes,  I  know it;  keep 
quiet.” 

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the 
LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live,  I will  not leave 
you.” So the two of them went on.  7 Fify men of the 
sons of the prophets also went and stood at some dis-
tance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan.  8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up 
and struck the water, and the water was parted to the 
one side and to the other, till the two of them could go 
over on dry ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask 
what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” 
And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion 
of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a 
hard thing; yet,  if  you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see 
me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and 
talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire sep-
arated  the  two  of  them.  And Elijah  went  up  by  a 
whirlwind into heaven.  12 And Elisha saw it and he 
cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and 
its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

Then  he  took  hold  of  his  own clothes  and  tore 
them in two pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of Eli-
jah that had fallen from him and went back and stood 
on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, 
saying, “Where is the  LORD, the God of Elijah?” And 
when he had struck the water, the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 

15 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at 
Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, “The spirit 
of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him 
and bowed to the ground before him. 

Epistle Reading—Acts 1:1–11
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all 
that  Jesus  began  to  do  and  teach,  2 until  the  day 
when he was taken up, afer he had given commands 



through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them afer his 
sufering by many proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them 
not  to  depart  from Jerusalem,  but  to  wait  for  the 
promise  of  the  Father,  which,  he  said,  “you  heard 
from me; 5 for John baptised with water, but you will 
be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 

6 So  when  they  had  come  together,  they  asked 
him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to  Israel?”  7 He said  to  them,  “It  is  not  for  you to 
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea  and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he 
had said these things, as they were looking on, he 
was lifed up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 And  while  they  were  gazing  into  heaven  as  he 
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand look-
ing into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 

Alleluia Verse (Ps. 47:5; 68:18a)
C Alleluia!

God has gone up  with a shout,
     the LORD with the shout of a trumpet.
Alleluia!
You ascended on high,
     leading a host of captives in your train.
Alleluia!

Gospel Reading—Luke 24:44–53
L The  T holy  Gospel  according  to  St.  Luke,  the 

twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory be to You, O Lord.

44 Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything writen about me in the Law of  Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45 Then  he  opened  their  minds  to  understand  the 
Scriptures,  46 and said  to them,  “Thus  it  is  writen, 
that the Christ should sufer and on the third day 
rise from the dead,  47 and that repentance and for-
giveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are wit-
nesses of these things.  49 And behold, I am sending 
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the 
city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lif-
ing up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed 
them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshipped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy,  53 and were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to You, O Christ

The Nicene Creed



Hymn: See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph

5.  He has raised our human nature
On the clouds to God's right hand;
There we sit in heav'nly places,
There with Him in glory stand.
Jesus reigns, adored by angels;
By our mighty Lord's ascension
We by faith behold our own.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth (1807–85), abr. Alt.
Music: Henry T. Smart (1813–79)



Sermon

The Ofertory

Ofering

Prayer of the Church

The Service of the Sacrament

Hymn: In Thee Is Gladness

Text: Johann Lindemann (1549–1631), 
tr. Catherine Winkeworth (1827–87), alt.

Music: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi (c. 1556–c. 1622)



IN OUR PRAYERS

Ascension Lutheran Church; Pr. Samiec; India 
Evangelical Lutheran Church; Lutherans in Africa, 
Pr. James May; Holland Road Baptist Church, Pr. 
David Treneer

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF CONCORD

THE SMALL CATECHISM

PART III: THE CREED

THE THIRD ARTICLE

Sanctifcation
I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  holy  Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen.
What does this mean?

Answer: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. 
But  the  Holy  Spirit  has  called  me by the Gospel,  en-
lightened me with His gifs, sanctifed and kept me in the 
true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifes the whole Christian Church on earth and 
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this 
Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 
and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise 
up me and all the dead and will give eternal life to me and 
to all believers in Christ. Tis is most certainly true. 

CONDENSED QUOTATION FROM CONCORDIA: THE LUTHERAN 
CONFESSIONS, COPYRIGHT © 2005, 2006 BY CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE. USED 
BY PERMISSION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

God willing, the next service 
will be held on 

9 June 2013 at 4.30pm

The service will be led by Pr. Jon Ehlers


